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EPHESIANS iv. 3. 


EN DEAVOURTNG TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE 
SPIRIT IN THE BOND OF PEACE. 


I N every good and every important work to be 
forwarded by the labour of man there ariſes a ma- 
nifeſt neceſſity for union and mutual co-operation. =! 
It is this which gives both ſtrength to the hand, „ 
and ſatisfaction to the mind: in a detached ſtate, 
the one is feeble, comparatively ſpeaking, the other 
wants its proper counſel, ſolace, and ſupport. 
Hence the various forms of government; the in- 
tention of all which has been to bring forth into 
life and action the ſeeds and principles of union 
inherent in the nature and condition of man. 
Whether they have ariſen from neceſſity, or from 
the courſe of events, or the invention of lawgivers, 
the prime intention, however imperfectly fulfilled, 
bebe | B however 


2 


141 


however ate or abuſed, is uniformly the ſame: 
they have all manifeſtly the ſame bearing, viz. to 

collect and ee the ſcattered powers of man, 
whether of mind or body, and to apply their united 
force to the advancement of life, and increaſe of 
happineſs. Hence alſo the ſubordination of ranks; 
for it is not in the mere ſaſces bound together, or 
mere aſſemblage of gregarious animals, that ſocial 
union conſiſts; it is capable of higher things, of 
being erected into an orderly and beautiful fabrick ; 
and therefore the ſeattered materials collected to- 
gether muſt be diſpoſed in due order and pro- 
portion, the parts muſt have various relations, and 
conſequently various ſuhjections, the one to the 
other. I will not enlarge upon this: it is ſafe at 
once to aſſume the concluſion, that the beauty and 
ſtability of the whole depends upon the regularity 
and contexture of ſuch ſubordination, upon each 
part having its diſtinct rank and proper place, to 
remove which diſtinctions is to confound and diſſi- 
pate what nature, reaſon, and experience, heve been 
Wen n to cre. - noiÞhs brg of 


[Da bebold;. in the midſt af 4 commotions of 
the world © a day-ſpring from on high”: breaks 
forth, a new revelation is given: from Heaven, in- 
| | tended 


| EG 1 
tended to be a perpetual benefit to all mankind; and 
to become from henceforward a part of the con- 
dition of life. If not to be continually ſupported 
by preternatural means, but thrown into the world 
at large, the ſame requiſites, it ſnould ſeem, obtain 
here alſo: that to give ſtrength to the new dif- 
penſation its followers muſt be united together; 
that the ſame union is neceſſary, as far as human 
means are concerned, to provide for its permanency; 
that, if any thing of diſcipline be required, there 
muſt be governors lawfully appointed; rules and 
laws, under and by which they are to govern ; and 
ſubjects alſo to ſuch government in various degrees: 
there muſt be * the veſſels made to honour, and 
« veſſels to diſhonour*.” But let the Scripture 
ſpeak for itſelt. BE mer 


In the firſt place, there is no point which our 
Saviour himſelf has more laboured, than to awaken 
and call forth into action the principles of brotherly 
love natural to man; It was his great aim to train 
ſuch affections into regular and ſyſtematic habits, 
which might govern the whole life. He makes it 
the characteriſtick mark of his followers, that they 


2 2 Tim. ii. 20. 


* [3495] * B 2 ſhould 


[4] 
ſhould © love one another *;” his peace was one of 
his laſt bequeſts to them; and in his laſt ſolemn 
prayer for his diſciples are theſe: remarkable words, 
which could not but operate on their minds as an 
injunction to the ſtricteſt union: Neither pray 1 
« for theſe alone, but for them alſo which ſhall 
* believe on me through their word; that they all 
* may be one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
« thee; that they alſo may be one in us; that the 
« world may believe that thou haſt ſent me. And 
the glory which: thou gaveſt me I have given 
« them; that * a be one, even as we are 
4e one 4. RO F | & Os: | DB. | 


All theſe things certainly have a tendency to 
union : there are others which have an 'equal re- 
ference to an united government ſhortly to take 
place amongſt his followers; to a Church to be eſta- 
bliſhed in the room of the Jewiſh, which it ſhould 
ſuperſede ; differing indeed from the former in an 
infinite degree, but bearing at leaſt ſo much ſem- 
blance of it as to have ee, and laws of its 
own. | MIS mer 


1 John xiii. 34. © John xiv. 27. 
4 John xvii. 20—22. 


When 


[5 ! 


| hen our Saviour ſays, «Tell it to the Chureh ; 
46 « but if he negle& to hear the Church, let him be 
« unto thee as an heathen man and a publican®,” he 
cannot mean to any numerical aſſemblage of men, 
but to a ſociety regularly formed; to which alſo, in 
the words which follow, he attributes certainly very 
_ conſiderable authority at leaſt in their miniſterial 
capacity. © Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on earth ſhall 
be bound in heaven: whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on 
« earth ſhall be looſed in heaven.“ And to the 
ſame alſo he promiſes with a fatherly tenderneſs his 
more immediate preſence; For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there 
« am I in the midſt of them *,” 


is i 5 conformable. In the appoint- 
ment of the twelve Apoſtles, and of the ſeventy 
under them, we have the rudiments not only of 
government, but of a ſubordination of rank to take 
place in the ſame. According to this ſcheme, the 

Apoſtles proceeded in founding and building up 
the Church of Chriſt. Their firſt ſtep was to fill 
up the vacancy made in their own number by the 


© Matth. xvlii. 17. Matth. xviii. 18. 
Matth. xviii. 20. i 
| apoſtaſy 
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 apoſtaſy of the traitor Judas. They eſtabliffi not 
occaſional aſſemblies, but a continual”! fellowſhip ; 
the communion of breaking of bread and of prayer 
the mark of abiding in the ſame: ' And as their 
Church became enlarged, they found it neceſſity to 
appoint an inferior order of miniſters as rg to 
een 2 0 75145 


* 
f Py oe 
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We voi 6 now to hear ot 50 husch at ven 
ſalem e, at Antioch, and other places St. Paul's 
Epiſtles are uſually addrefſed to ſome particular 
Church which he had planted, or to che governors 
and miniſters as repreſentatives of the ſame. He 
even ſeems to make a diſtinction where he had not 
yet planted a Church, and writes to a diſperſed 

multitude; as in the addreſs of his Epiſtle to the 

Romans. He alſo ſtrongly reproves "thoſe 'who 
were ſowing diviſions in the church, and labouring 
to diſunite thoſe whom he had brought together. 
I beſcech you; brethren; by the name of our 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing, and that there be no diviſions among you; 
* but that ye be _O_ 1 W N in the 


Acts viii. 1. Acts xiii, 1. * Kock. . 7 
8 cc hits 


1 7 ] 

« fame mind, and in the fame judgment. While 
ce 2 ſaith, I am of Paul, and another, I am of 
pollos, are ye not carnal ® ?” And he deſcribes 
his: work as a regular building erected to God“: 
« Oe olxodνõ&ñage he ſays of thoſe ham he had 


converted; <«@ce-rovepyo;” of himſelf and his aſſociates. 


* 
, 1 
* 


I am aware that the word Church is taken in 


Scripture in another and an higher ſenſe, and that 
the promiſes of God belong to it ſo taken; that 


there is an inviſible univerſal Church, by becoming 


members of which we are taken out of the world 


at large, conſidered as in its former uncovenanted 
ſtate, and placed under a new relation to, and brought 
into à nearer connection with, God, and Chriſt, the 


head and corner-ſtone of that Church. But the 


above and other paſſages are proofs that this catholick 
Church was meant to be ſeen viſibly in its ſeveral 
branches amongſt men, under the form of ſocieties 


1 egularly united and governed , Which become en- 
titled to the ſame promiſes as they become legiti- 
mate branches of that Church. St. Paul therefore 


ſpeaks of both together, the one under the other. 


Of the former he ſays, Now therefore ye are no 


1 Cor. i. 10. 1 Cor. iii. 4. 1 Cor. iii. 9. 
; | « more 
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“ more ſtrangers: and foreigners, but fellow-citizens 
with the ſaints, and of the houſehold of God; 
% and are built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner- ſtone; in whom all the building 
« fitly ſtamed together groweth unto an holy tem- 
* ple in the Lord. But he adds of the particular 
Church he was then building, © In whom you 
* alſo are builded together for an habitation of God 
through the Spirit P.. Again, after preſſing ſtrongly 
the neceſſity of union among Chriſtians, on account 
of the one Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one 
God and Father of all“, given in common to 
the whole world, he ſpeaks of the different orders 
of miniſters, as appointed in their ſeveral capaci- 
ties, for the forming and governing the particular 
Churches which were all to center in the one in- 
viſible catholick Church: For the work of the 
% miniſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chriſt, 
« till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
c fe& man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 
+ fulnefs of Chriſt *,” * 


© Epheſ. ii. 19—21. P Ephef. ll. 22. 
1 Epheſ. iv. 5, 6. Epheſ. iv. 12, 13. 


To 


[ 971 
© To proceed therefore: We hear at the ſame 
time of Governors and Miniſters in each Church, of 
certain Prophets and Teachers” in the Church of 
Antioch ; of the © Elders of the Church of Miletus, 
« whom the Holy Ghoſt had made Overſeers, to 
feed the Church of God, which he had purchaſed 
with his own blood*.” And in the xvth chapter 
of the Acts a ſolemn meeting is held of the Church 
under its Miniſters and Governors, to determine the 
queſtion concerning circumciſion ; and the deter- 
' mination is made in the name of the whole Church 
as acting with and under ſuch authority. Edoge To; 
OTOGENOKG 0% olg Teo Curtpois oy E : TH e i A 
The neceſſity alſo of admiſſion and ordination is en- 
forced ; © How ſhall they hear without a Preacher, 
and how ſhall they preach except they be ſent *?” 
And the very perſon who ſhall confer ſuch ordi- 
nation is pointed out ; Titus is ſent by St. Paul to 
Crete, * to ſet in order the things that are wanting, 
« and to ordain Elders in every city“: and in ſome 
' meaſure the very mode of ordination ; as when St. 
Paul ſays to Timothy; Neglect not the gift that 
« is given thee by Prophecy, with the laying on of 
* the hands of the Preſbytery*:” and again, I put 


Acts xx. 28, © Rom. x. 14, 15. 
R. 1 . * 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
Cc ce thee 


10 

« thee in remembrance that thou ſtir up the gift 
of God which is in thee, by the putting on of my 
ee hands?.” And obedience alſo to their ſpiritual 
governors is enjoined ; © Obey them that have the 
rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves, for they 
“ watch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give ac- 
% count*.” I proceed no farther ; the above is ſuf- 
ficient to prove, that Chriſtians were intended to 
form themſelves not into promiſcuous occaſional. aſ- 
ſemblies, but into well-ordered and well-governed 
ſocieties. I will only add, that when theſe holy 
injunctions and examples came to be put into prac- 
tice, and reduced into regular form, the teſtimony 
of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory and Antiquity undoubtedly 
ſhews, that the Epiſcopal Government. was that 
which obtained univerſally and excluſively in the 
virgin Church of Chriſt. 


But to return to the more general argument. If 
then the holy Religion of Chriſt was meant to ſub- 
fiſt, and to be ſeen upon earth, in ſocieties of men 
with regular ſubordination, who ſhould duly aſ- 

ſemble together, provide for their own maintenance 
and continuance, and for the orderly adminiſtration 


7 2 Tim. i. 6. Heb. xii, 17. 
of 


tay 


of ſacred things, it becomes the duty of all to con- 
tribute their aſſiſtance towards this great end; it be- 
comes that of States and Governments to eſtabliſh 
ſuch Churches in their reſpective dominions; to enable 
them to have a regular polity ; to afford them pro- 
tection, encouragement, and rank; to endeavour to give 
them the ſame duration and permanency to which 
they aſpire themſelves; in ſhort, to. afford liberally 
and without reluctance the aid of human means 
(ſince God is willing to act by ſuch as his inſtru- 
ments, after ' having withdrawn the. extraordinary 
influence of his Spirit) to further theſe divine and 
ſacred purpoſes. _ 


The particular Churches, ſince they ſhould nei- 
ther be contracted into too narrow a compaſs, and 
thereby have little union, nor be too much divided 
by being ſpread diffuſively over too large diſtricts 
not otherwiſe cloſely connected, will moſt naturally 
follow the reſpective diviſions of each ſtate, and 
their polity will be beſt regulated by ſuch an union. 
The ſtates of modern Europe have univerſally fol- 
lowed this rule (with a ſingle exception in our own 
times, which it is to be hoped is but that of a mo- 
ment) with more or leſs wiſdom according to times 


and circumſtances; but this provided for, and the 
1 ſcheme 
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ſcheme being well-regulated humanly ſpeaking, as 


ve truſt is the caſe in our own country, there re- 


mains ſtill a great duty upon individuals to follow 
and promote by their own conduct the authority 
and influence of the National Church: from which 
duty we ſee, I fear, continual and great deviations. 
I mean that it is their duty, as far as they conſci- 
entiouſly can, to act under it and with it, to pro- 
pagate and maintain religion by the inſtrumentality 
of the ſame, by means conſiſtently with it if they 
can poſſibly be had, by no other if they can well 
be avoided. They are to conſider, that it is an | 
union formed after the example and injunction of 
our Lord himſelf, and his holy Apoſtles, for the pro- 


moting peace, love, and good order, amongſt Chriſ- N 


tians of the ſame country, thoſe that are of the houſ- 
hold of faith; for teaching them their religious duty; 
for leading them as it were by the hand into the 
right path, the way of ſalvation; and for inſuring, 
as far as may be, by exhortation, by example, and 
by fellowſhip in ſacred things, their continuance in 
the ſame. The greateſt danger therefore to be ap- 
prehended and avoided is that of weakening and 
diſſolving this ſacred tie; a danger by no means to 
be incurred on account of inconveniences that may 
be attendant upon it, or ariſe out of it; or on 1 
5 | count 


1 


count of occaſional and partial evils, which may 
admit of remedy, or may be borne with till a fit 
opportunity offers of correcting them; much leſs 
on account of ſpeculative ideas of perfection unat- 
tainable in human affairs, or doubtful in their iſſue, 
or new projects of improvement, which the Church 
may in time provide for as far as they are good, 
though the raſhneſs of individuals is apt to proceed 


more haſtily. 


Let me be allowed to dwell upon this as a dan- 
ger which frequently occurs, but is now unhappily 
on the increaſe; and the rather becauſe it is a dan- 
ger which in the firſt place frequently appears to 
be the reſult of good intentions, and of a more ſe- 
rious turn of mind than common. Men fly back 
from the evils which they ſee and dread, ſhocked at 
the inroads of irreligion, or religious indifference, 
which creeps in upon the eſtabliſhed order of things, 
without ſeeing the new miſchiefs which they them- 
ſelves unintentionally create, in weakening the au- 
thority of the tie which alone can hold back for 
any length of time the adverſaries of religion, and 
hold together its friends in brotherly union. Sup- 
poſe them to be fiicceſsful for a time in raiſing new 
and purer ſocieties, whoſe ardour and enthufiaſm 

$99 ney 
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may for the preſent be an additional reſtraint, (which 
very ardour and enthuſiaſm is yet in its very courſe 
fruitful of many and great irregularities, and is no 
ſteady principle of religion,) yet at beſt they do but 
raiſe a fabrick, however beautiful it may ſeem and 
ſpeciouſly invented, dependent on the talents and 
influence of one or a few, and ready to crumble 
into duſt, whenever they ſink into the grave. Sup- 
poſe them to find out this or that improvement, 
correct this or that evil, yet what is this in compa- 
riſon with teaching men to deſpiſe or think lightly 
of the religious inſtitutions of their country, the 
character of their appointed teachers, or the ordi- 
nances enjoined after long experience and mature 
deliberation for the perpetual continuance of the 
Chriſtian faith ? Whence it often happens that 
their followers, tired of the novelty, or diſappointed 
at the iſſue, or diſguſted with the means made uſe 
of, ſink back into a ſtate of excluſion from all re- 
ligious ſociety : or on the contrary, goaded on 
from one irregularity to another, run the greateſt 
lengths of fanaticiſm; the tie once broken, all is 
unſafe, and a door open for all manner of deluſion 
from within, and expoſed to all manner of danger 
from the artifices of others from without. But in 


the ſecond * the danger is greater at preſent 
becauſe 


(15 1 


haut the ſeducer is every * at 104 to 
whom theſe well meaning Chriſtians are a prey, and 
made by him the inſtruments of miſchief. Whether 


it be he who through vanity or intereſted motives 
is ſeeking to raiſe to himſelf a number of followers, 


or that other more artful and deſigning who is 
intent upon change, and the diſſolution of all go- 
vernment eccleſiaſtical and civil. The firſt ſtep of 
either is to break the exiſting tie; to increaſe every 
little diſſatisfaction, and to encourage every new 
project, to raiſe a contempt of every thing which 
time and experience have ſanctioned, and to foment 
every ſpark of vanity and conceit t which tends to 


innovation. 


Theſe means have been avowed in political mat- 
ters; and let me not be thought invidious, if I ven- 
ture to compare the two together: if not con- 
nected, as in many caſes they probably are, they 
are perfectly ſimilar and parallel; for there is a De- 
magogue in each, whoſe perſon and practices are 
equally to be apprehended. I ſcruple not to uſe 
the word in eccleſiaſtical as I would in civil caſes; 
to apply it as well to the gatherer of congregations 
in the former, as to the haranguer of mobs, and 


founder of political ſocieties in the latter: and I uſe 
it 
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it as implying in its beſt ſenſe. a conſiderable ſhare 


of vanity and ſelf- conceit, in its worſt every thing 


that is vile and deteſtable; being low flattery to 
the loweſt of the * for ambitious or yet work 


PO” FE 


The bormes to which Sigh praftices.; in civil A 
fairs have led are now apparent to all. We have 
ſeen a nation demoliſhing with inſult the religious 
inſtitutions of its anceſtors, without ſubſtituting any 
thing in its room, ſcoffing at a future life and fu- 
ture retribution, rioting in the plunder of its ci- 
tizens, and prodigal of their blood; and then ſend- 
ing forth armed hoſts of its deluded ſubjects to 


ſpread the ſame ruin, confuſion, and deſolation, 


amongſt other nations, even the moſt unoffending, 
accompanied with the mockery of reſtoring them 


their liberty. 


Wk the n ave:aflont;; four which the 
concerns of the Church are not in themſelyes ex- 
empt, even if there were no attempts, as I fear, 
there are, ſtudiouſly to involve them, and make 
them the concurring means of political confuſion; 


or if they are but liable to ſimilar miſchiefs, the 
duty of avoiding ſeparation and diſunion becomes 


more 
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more particularly incumbent on all who mean well, 
or mean otherwiſe; being well aware, that the weak- 
ening or diſſolving the exiſting tie, under ſome fair 
or ſpecious pretence, is the firſt object of the deſign- 
ing Demagogue, and therefore the great danger to 
| be avaided, left we become the unwary and uncon- 
ſcious inſtruments of derogating from the lawful 
authority of the Chriſtian Church, ſuch as after the 
injunction of Chriſt and his Apoſtles took place 
from the firſt ages of Chriſtianity for its furtherance 
and perpetual maintenance. 

I ought not here alſo to omit that the ſame 
danger increaſes the duty of thoſe upon whom de- 
volves the office of appointing the Governors and 
Miniſters of our National Church; that care be 
taken to ſele& ſuch only as by their exhortation, 
example, and vigilance, may be the means of pro- 
moting true religion and genuine piety, and of pre- 
venting any juſt cauſe of offence ; for which indeed 
due proviſion appears to have been made in the ſo- 
lemnity of this day. 


Nor let it be thought preſumption in me to add 
my weak voice of exhortation to thoſe who have 
been or may be appointed to bear rule in the Church 
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of Chriſt, by reminding them that ſo high a dignity 
and charge requires the utmoſt exertion of their 
beſt abilities, and moſt ſtrenuous. endeavours, to- 
gether with earneſt prayer to God for the affiſtarice/ | 
of his grace, which alone can enable them to fulfil - 
their duty to Chriſt the head of the Church; and 
ſo to finiſh their courſe, with. St. Paul, as to obtain 
the crown of righteouſneſs,” which the Lord, the. 
righteous Judge, ſhall ts at the laſt day on bis 
true and faithful ſervants. * 00 
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